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I
n recent years, cultural heritage has tended to be seen as an issue of the rights of nations or 
institutions to make ultimate claims of ownership over works of ancient art.  This discussion 
will explore a broader set of cultural heritage issues, expanding the debate beyond works of art 
to address how societies, governments, businesses, and institutions all think about the control 

or sharing of knowledge. Professionals working in various aspects of intellectual property will 
consider how shared resources and knowledge can be constricted by different legal frameworks that 
try to assign ownership over information, and how these ownership structures fail as often as they 
succeed. The discussion will focus on how local and global concepts of ownership and identity affect 
the outcomes of biomedical research, the discovery and accessibility of new sources of energy, and 
the management of cultural resources.

Panel moderated by Kristina Van Dyke


